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RFO  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  ~U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 

*    JUN 1-1958   *  ' 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  if  AGRIGULTUR1 


May  h,  1956 
Letter  No.  715 


Jack  Towers  asks  us  to  assure  any  of  you  RFDs  who  sent  in  tapes,  for 
pick-ups  on  the  Soil  Bank,  that  he  has  not  absconded  with  the  tapes.    He  is 
holding  them  until  he  can  learn  the  score.    If  and  when  a  Soil  Bank  is  set 
up,  he  plans  to  start  dubbing  something  on  whatever  develops.    We  also  hope 
to  have  some  tape  recordings  for  the  rest  of  you  on  the  same  subject  - 
depending,  of  course,  on  developments. 

Moves  to  Boost  Trade  Abroad 

FAS  has  just  issued  a  report  on  "The  Competitive  Position  of  United 
States  Farm  Products  Abroad"  and  has  a  more  detailed  study  of  foreign  markets 
underway.    The  FAS  specialists  note  the  rising  world  population  and  rising 
incomes  with  people  abroad  eating  more  and  shifting  toward  better  diets. 
They  point  out,  however,  that  U.S.  farm  exports  face  stiff  competition  in 
getting  their  share  of  these  rising  markets.  ...  To  expand  foreign  markets 
for  U.S.  poultry,  eggs,  and  their  products,  USDA  today  announced  an  agreement 
between  the  Department  and  the  Institute  of  American  Poultry  Industries  of 
Chicago,  representing  the  chief  national  poultry  organizations,  to  survey  new 
poultry  and  egg  market  possibilities  in  foreign  countries.  .   .  .  Yesterday, 
the  Secretary  named  a  dairy  specialist  to  investigate  extending  the  Special 
School  Milk  Program  to  Hawaii.  .  .  .  Monday  USDA  announced  a  market  develop- 
ment project  to  increase  U.S.  tobacco  exports  to  Japan. 

Farming  is  Getting  More  Dangerous 

Fatal  injuries  on  the  farm  occur  at  an  annual  rate  only  exceeded  by 
that  in  mining  and  the  building  industries.    Uhat's  more,  mechanization  and 
technology  are  increasing  farm  hazards  fast.    Secretary  Benson  will  discuss 
some  of  these  problems  when  he  speaks  on  the  opening  day  of  the  President's 

Conference  on  Occupational  Safety  here  in  Washington  May  ih  

Yesterday  and  today  the  National  Agricultural  Research  Policy  Committee  is 
holding  its  quarterly  meeting  here.    They  are  studying  the  economics  research 
of  the  AMS  in  general,  and  the  outlook  reports  in  particular.    Any  recommenda- 
tions they  may  make  for  improvement  of  this  part  of  the  Department's  work  are 
expected  to  be  announced  later.   .   .  And  speaking  of  meetings,  vre  enclose  a 
Fact  Sheet  on  the  2oth  National  k-E  Club  Camp  which  assembles  here  Ued. , 
June  13  through  Ued. ,  June  20.    This  Sheet  outlines  the  aim  of  the  Camp,  tells 
who  will  attend,  tells  how  you  can  get  more  information  on  your  own  State 
delegation  while  they  are  here,  and  points  out  that  the  h-ll  plan  has  been 
adapted  to  meet  conditions  in  more  than  ko  countries  and  is  now  well  spread 
around  the  world. 
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Old  Cow-Hand  Steers  USDA  Visuals 

This  week  J.  Kendall  (Mac)  McClarren,  former  cow-hand  early  RFC,  took 
over  the  job  of  riding  herd  on  the  Department 1  s  visual  information  as  Ass't 
Director  of  Information.     "Mac"  recently  returned  from  a  six-months  tour  of 
duty  with  OEEC  in  Paris,  France ,  "but  hack  before  193^  B.T.  (before  tape- 
recorders,  that  is)  in  Muskogee ,  Okla. ,  for  a  year  or  more,  he  did  a  30  minute 
farm  program  at  noon  5  days  a  week  on  KB IX,  and  served  as  farm  editor  of  the 
daily  Phoenix  there  at  the  same  time.    He  was  born  near  there  in  the  then 
Indian  Territory  and  grew  up  on  his  father's  Hereford  "breeding  and  cattle 
feeding  ranch.    Since  joining  USDA,  he's  worked  in  Press  Service,  the  Informa- 
tion Field  Service;  as  a  liaison  officer  with  OUI  during  the  war;  in  Plant 
Industry;  in  Animal  Industry,  including  supervision  of  information  activities 
on  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Mexico;  and  in  ARS. 

Japs  See  U.S.  High-Gear  Salesmanship 

At  the  Osaka,  Japan ,  Trade  Fair,  last  month,  USDA  and  U.S.  trade 
groups  cooperated  in  exhibits  which  emphasized  that  the'  grain,  dairy,  and 
other  products  U.S.  is  selling,  loaning,  or  giving  away  are  "good  for  you". 
Department  specialists  also  report  it  didn't  take  long  for  word  to  get  around 
on  opening  day  that  the  American  advertisers  were  passing  out  free  rolls, 
cheese,  milk,  ice  cream,  wheat  samples,  and  cigarettes.    Before  long,  the 
line  to  the  dairy  counter,  one  of  the  last  in  the  exhibit,  was  snaking  through 

the  entire  hall  and  threatened  to  wind  up  outside  the  building  U.S. 

will  cooperate  in  four  more  trade  fairs  this  summer  and  fall:  at  Barcelona, 
Spain,  June  1-20;  at  Rome,  Italy,  June  lj-2k;  at  London,  England,  Aug .  18- 
Sept.  1^;  and  at  Salonika,  Greece,  Sept.  2-lS. 

Look  at  National  Food  Situation 

Even  if  farmers  cut  down  on  their  plantings  of  important  crops  as 
planned,  AMS's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  figures  supplies  will  continue 
large  during  the  coming  year.    Most  of  the  reduction  in  acreage  from  last  year 
will  probably  be  in  feed  grain  crops.    The  Board  estimates  livestock  products 
in  the  next  few  months  will  be  plentiful  -  with  plenty  of  beef,  milk  and  dairy 
products,  eggs  and  chicken.    Supplies  of  pork  will  continue  above  a  year  ago, 
though  production  will  be  going  down  and  prices  strengthening  as  the  fall 
marketing  season  for  this  year's  spring  pig  crop  begins.    More  fresh  deciduous 
fruit  Will  be  available  this  spring  and  early  summer  than  last  if  growing  con- 
ditions are  average. 

Dairy  Farmer  Tells  Radio  Preferences 

At  the  Pacific  Northwest  regional  NATRFD  meeting  recently,  Rex  Roth, 
dairy  farmer  of  Mt.  Angel,  Ore.,  urged  RFDs  to:  "Remember  that  the  farmer  is 
busy.    He  wants  facts,  wants  them  straight,  and  wants  them  fast.    He  likes 
weather  and  market  reports,  and  success  stories  recorded  with  other  farmers 
who  have  had  good  luck  with  new  methods  such  as  the  use  of  a  new  insecticide." 
Roth  thinks  there  is  value  in  reporting  the  herd  average  of  dairy  farmers 
this  helps  build  up  the  ego  of  those  farmers.    He  also  believes  there  is  value 
in  interview  programs  with  h-K,  FFA,  and  other  farm  young  people.   .   .   .  Dave 
Hos s ,  Mgr.  KSLM,  Salem,  Ore.,  repprted  at  the  same  meeting  that  surveys  indi- 
cate that  farm  families  spend  2h  percent  more  time  listening  to  radios  than  do 
their  city  cousins.  .   .  Arnold  Ebert,  Oregon  State  College  Ext.  radio  and  TV 
specialist,  pointed  out  that  the  RFD  and  the  State  College  are  pretty  much 
Siamese  twins. 
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U.V.M.  TV  Not  Fenced  In 

Lloyd  Williams,  former  Ext.  TV  man  at  Vermont  U.  who  has  just  joined 
FAS  to  work  with  Attaches  on  foreign  market  news,  reports  amazingly  good  re- 
sults from  that  survey  of  Vermont  viewers  of  the  "Across  the  Fence"  noontime 
farm  program  from  WCAX-TV,  Burlington ,  Vermont.    Following  a  method  outlined 
by  the  National  Project  in  Agricultural  Communications,  Lloyd  recruited  223 
ladies  through  home  demonstration  clubs  to  call  their  3  nearest  neighbors  on 
a  set  date  to  find  if  they  were  viewing  the  program.    Usable  returns  he  got 
from  nearly  half  the  women  showed  over  ho  percent  of  the  homes  with  TV  were 
tuned  in  on  "Across  the  Fence".    This  included  over  half  the  farm  sets,  over 
a  third  of  the  sets  in  towns,  and  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  rural  non-farm 
sets.    WCAX-TV' s  tower  is  located  on  the  highest  point  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State  and  reaches  nearly  all  the  State  and  parts  of  New  York,  New  Hampshire, 
and  Ontario  and  Quebec.    However,  Lloyd  limited  the  survey  to  Vermont. 

Farm  Produce  Vacuum-Cooling  Increasing 

USDA  researchers  this  week  reported  more  use  of  fast  vacuum- cooling 
of  farm  produce  and  predicted  extension  of  the  process  to  new  crops,  in  spite 
of  high  cost  of  the  equipment.    They  say  vacuum  cooling  cools  lettuce  in  30 
minutes  and  prepackaged  leafy  vegetables  in  about  15 .    They  think  further 
research  may  show  the  process  adaptable  to  strawberries,  mushrooms,  sweet  corn, 
and  possibly  celery.    Already  vacuum- cooling  chambers  have  been  built  big 
enough  to  hold  a  loaded  refrigerator  car  or  truck  trailer.    This  process,  first 
used  commercially  about  eight  years  ago,  has  reduced  lettuce  packing  and  shipping 
costs  about  one-fourth.    Cooling  such  perishables  as  spinach,  coleslaw,  and 
mixed  salad  by  this  process  after  they  are  bagged  and  packed  in  master  contain- 
ers cuts  down  on  spoilage.    As  the  researchers  explain  for  us  simple  folk,  in 
vacuum- cooling,  air  is  pumped  out  of  a  vacuum  chamber  in  which  the  produce  has 
been  put.    Evaporation  of  water  from  the  produce  cools  it. 

New  Horizons  for  Rural  Electrification 

In  its  "Rural  Lines"  this  month,  REA  makes  a  broad  program  appraisal 
that  indicates  three  major  developments  are  in  prospect  for  the  next  20  years. 
First,  rural  use  of  power  seems  likely  to  increase  to  three  times  its  present 
level,  and  match  the  increase  which  has  occurred  in  the  past  20  years.  Second, 
REA  expects  its  borrowers  to  double  the  amount  of  capital  they  spent  in  the 
first  20  years.    Third,  while  it  is  likely  that  the  number  of  farms  will  de- 
crease, there  will  be  many  more  non-farm  consumers  in  rural  areas.    REA  engineers 
estimate  rural  systems  will  use  three  times  as  much  power  in  197^  as  today. 
They  think  mounting  costs  alone  may  have  much  to  do  with  shifting  the  emphasis 
toward  more  use  of  electricity  in  farm  production  to  make  a  profit,  instead  of 
chiefly  for  convenience  in  the  farm  home  as  at  present. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Hilary  Phillips,  agricultural  talks  producer  of  the  BBC  Overseas  Service, 
is  here  today,  en  route  back  to  London  from  a  month  in  the  West  Indies  where  he 
"made  tape  recordings  by  the  yard".    He  did  a  tape  for  tomorrow's  "CBS  Farm 

News"  Dick  Robertson,  formerly  Ass't  RFD  at  KVOO,  Tulsa,  Okla. ,  has 

become  RFD  at  KMTV,  Omaha,  Neb  Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha,  just  did  a 

6-day  tour  with  the  Strategic  Air  Command  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  Portsmouth,  N.H. , 
Limestone,  Me.,  and  Mitchel  Field,  N.Y. ,  and  reports  he  got  a  good  yarn  on 
Maine  potatoes. 


_  Ij.  _ 


Farm  and  Hone  Network  Shows  May  7-12 

CES  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  May  12,  9:15  to  9:30  a.m. 
EBT.  Still  encased  in  a  "corset"  and  eating  off  the  mantel,  Claude  hopes  to 
he  able  to  sit  down  again  to  his  mike  in  another  week.    Lee  Coney  has  filled  in. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  May  12,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  ELT.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Farm  Organizations  from  the 
Local  and  International  Viewpoint"  with  Knowlton  Nash  of  IFAP;  Roger  Savory, 
Sec 'y-General  of  IFAP,  and  Boh  McNair,  farmer  of  Hern don,  Virginia. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  May  12,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDS. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Careers  in  Agriculture." 

NBC  "Weekday"  -  Thurs.  May  10,  10:35  a.m.  Viola  McCain,  Consumer 
Info.  Specialist,  Memphis,  Tenn. ,  chats  with  "Weekday's"  Food  Editor, 
Charlotte  Adams. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Scientific 
Rainmaking  -  Value  and  Future"  with  Senator  Francis  Case,  S.Dak.    After  a 
seige  with  chicken-pox  plus  a  wicked  virus  cold,  Hollis  is  now  hack  in  circu- 
lation. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  May  11:  "New  Chemicals  from  ^00,000 
Farms"  Still  photos  tell  story  of  USDA  research  discoveries  of  new  products 
from  pine  tree  gum. 

Ambassa- dresses  of  Cotton 

This  week  the  195^  Maid  of  Cotton,  pretty,  perky  Patricia  Ann  Cowden 
of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  was  here  on  her  tour  sponsored  by  the  National  Cotton  Council 
as  ambassadress  of  fashion,  helping  promote  more  usage  of  cotton  in  \romen's 
clothing  here  and  abroad.    Next  week,  The  Spirit  of  Cotton,  Maxine  Perryman, 
student  of  Miss.  State  Vocational  School  at  Itta  Bena,  Miss.,  will  be  here 
under  sponsorship  of  the  Memphis  Cotton  Jubilee.    If  you  can  use  a  k  min. 
interview  with  either,  send  us  a  blank  tape  and  say  which  one  you  want,  or  both. 

Can  You  Top  This? 

Our  research  department  has  come  up  with  a  report  that  'probably'  the 
longest- running  Extension  Service  radio  program  in  this  country  is  the 
Worcester  County  (Mass. )  Farm  Roundup  that  liTAG ,  Worcester,  has  put  on  as  a 
public  service  continuously  since  1930.    We  want  to  get  this  straight.  If 
you  knew  of  any  other  farm  program,  Extension  or  otherwise;  that  has  been  aired 
steadily  any  longer  than  that,  please  pass  the  evidence. 

What  is  so  Rare  as  a  Steak  in  June? 

Anyway  our  folks  are  getting  busy  on  plans  to  celebrate  the  golden 
anniversary  of  U.S.  meat  inspection  next  month.    The  lair  establishing  the  Fed. 
Meat  Inspection  Service  was  enacted  by  Congress  June  30,  1906.    Now  there  are 
highly  trained  meat  inspectors  in  over  1,150  meatpacking  and  processing  plants. 
The  inspection  work  begins  with  the  live  cattle,  calves,  sheep,  and  hogs  rest- 
ing in  holding  pens.     It  continues  through  examination  of  each  carcass,  with 

supervision  of  each  stage  of  curing,  canning,  or  other  processing  

"50  Years  of  Meats  with  Approval"was  sent  to  you  recently  —  and  we'll  keep 
you  advised  as  further  plans  develop. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio     Television  Service 


RFO  IITTL 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

*  'j-prom  

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -I 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

a-     o  U  IN  JL     I  b  J  J 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  Ato.WUlfi 


May  11,  1956 
Letter  No.  716 


It  certainly  i_s  a  slow  Spring  this  year.    Our  AMS  Crop  Reporting  Board 
says  the  national  average  condition  of  the  hay  crop  was  the  lowest  on  May  1 
in  19  years.    In  its  report  yesterday,  the  Board  also  reported  pastures  over 
most  of  the  country  extremely  backward  in  greening  and  growing  compared  with 
most  years.    In  general,  cold  or  dry  weather  have  held  back  forage  crops. 
Fall  seeded  grains  developed  slowly.    Important  losses  of  winter  wheat  are 
reported.    Spring- seeded  small  grains  show  a  wide  range  in  condition  but 
average  on  the  backward  side.    But,  in  spite  of  some  losses,  fruits  generally 
don't  seem  to  have  been  badly  hurt,  and  Spring  vegetable  production  this  year 
will  likely  run  more  than  last  year  and  ih  percent  more  than  average.  Milk 
production  per  cow  was  at  a  record  high  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  farm- 
ers were  milking  more  of  the  cows  in  their  herds  than  ever  before. 

Recent  Research  Review 


This  week  ARS  is  out  with  its  periodical  review  of  some  of  the  things 
USDA  scientists  are  looking  for  and  some  they  are  finding.    Their  researchers 
report  that  dairy  feeds  of  the  future  will  contain  more  high-energy  feed  from 
grass  and  legume  crops,  more  urea,  molasses,  and  fats.    They  say  their  experi- 
ments show  there's  something  in  feather  meal  that  makes  chicks  grow  faster, 
but  they  admit  they  haven't  yet  found  out  what  the  mysterious  substance  is. 
....  Their  long-term  trials  at  the  Range  Livestock  Station  in  Montana 
prove  a  happy  medium  of  use, saves  the  range  and  makes  cattlemen  more  money. . . . 
They  claim  the  blind-seed  disease,  which  showed  up  in  the  U.S.  13  years  ago 
and  threatened  the  perennial  ryegrass  seed  crop,  has  now  been  largely  curbed 
by  new  farm  practices  devised  as  a  result  of  research. .. .USDA' s  Southern 
Laboratory  has  devised  a  new  process  for  extracting  vegetable  oils  that  works 
on  both  cottonseed  and  soybeans  and  saves  both  time  and  money. . ..and  at  the 
Fruit  Field  Station  in  Florida  they've  found  that  too  much  of  some  of  the 
so-called  trace  elements  needed  in  some  soils  can  do  more  harm  than  good. 

Big  Continuing  Stories  Coming  Up 

By  the  time  some  of  you  get  this  Letter,  we'll  be  in  the  middle  of 
covering  the  President's  Job  Safety  Conference,  especially  the  Farm  Safety 
Clinic  part  of  it.    It  looks  like  the  biggest  thing  yet  dreamed  up.  The 
same  day  that  big  meet  gets  under  way,  REA  is  holding  a  conference  on  the 
future  use  of  atomic  energy  to  produce  electric  power  for  rural  consumers. 
That  one  is  for  the  Rural  Electric  Co-ops,  but  maybe  something  of  general 
interest  will  come  out  of  it.    Meanwhile  our  Exhibits  people  are  getting 
ready  for  the  June  kickoff  of  the  50th  anniversary  celebration  of  Federal 
meat  inspection.    That  also  offers  good  possibilities. 
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Award  for  Audio- Visual  Work 


Some  of  you  college  TV  specialists  might  do  well  to  enter  the  AAACE- 
Farm  Film  Foundation's  195^  professional  improvement  award  of  '^500  for  having 
made,  through  audio-visual  aids,  the  most  outstanding  contribution  to  the 
advancement  of  agriculture ,  home  economics,  rural-urban  relations  and  the 
public  interest.     Only  active  members  of  the  American  Ass'n  of  Ag.  College 
Editors  can  qualify.     Closing  entry  date  is  now  June  1.     Landis  Bennett  of 
N.C.  State  College  won  it  last  year,  and  has  spent  the  y500  traveling  and 
studying  new  visual  aids  techniques.    FFF  is  at  1731  Eye  St.,  N.U. ,  Washington, 
D.C.     Nominating  must  be  done  by  the  ag.  editor  or  info,  service  head. 

Rice  in  the  Surplus  Problem 

Yesterday,  at  the  5th  annual  meeting  of  the  Rice  Millers'  Association, 
in  New  Orleans,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Marvin  McLain  tallied  about 
the  development  of  the  surpluses  which  are  now  causing  so  much  concern.  He 
pointed  out  there  has  been  no  lack  of  effort  in  trying  to  dispose  of  these 
surplus  holdings.    From  July  '53  until  March  '56  commodities  costing  about 
5  billion  dollars  were  moved  out  of  CCC  inventory,  but  in  spite  of  this  dis- 
posal record,  for  every  dollar  of  surplus  commodities  moved  out  the  front 
door,  CCC  took  in  a  dollar  and  a  half's  worth  through  the  back  door.    A  large 
part  of  the  surplus  of  rice,  corn,  wheat,  cotton,  and  other  commodities  is 
under  Government  control.    Ass't  Secretary  McLain  said  rice  problems  are 
different  only  in  degree  from  problems  of  producers  and  handlers  of  other  crops 
which  depend  on  export  markets.     Surpluses  are  the  heart  of  the  problem.  It 
will  take  straight  thinking  to  find  solutions. 

Moth  Expeditionary  Forces  Help  U.S.  Control 

During  the  past  tiro  years,  the  gypsy  moth  has  spread  beyond  its  80- 
year-old  New  England  Boundaries  into  almost  9  million  previously  uninfested 
acres  in  northeastern  U.S.    State  and  U.S.  agencies  are  planning  greatly  ex- 
panded detection  and  control  xerograms.     In  spite  of  the  spread  though,  there 
are  not  enough  big  concentrations  of  moths  in  this  country  to  provide  the 
material  needed  as  bait  for  trapping  surveys.     In  this  emergency,  the 
Yugoslavian  Forest  Service  Institute  has  offered  to  use  its  equipment  and 
personnel  to  help  U.S.  entomologists  collect  female  gypsy  moths  in  that  countr; 
Portugal,  Spain,  and  France  are  also  helping  our  scouts  locate  more  female 
moths  for  use  in  U.S.  to  trap  male  moths. 

Hog  Economics  Prospected 

At  the  North  Central  Regional  Meat-Type  Hog  Workshop  in  Columbus 
Monday,  AMS  Livestock  Head,  Gerald  Engelman  outlined  the  future  trend  in  the 
hog  situation.     lie  noted  that  earlier  this  year  hog  slaughter  has  been  running 
higher  than  at  the  same  time  last  year  because  of  the  larger  fall  pig  crop. 
He  expects  it  to  run  larger  for  the  entire  year.     If  farmers  actually  reduce 
their  spring  pig  crop,  as  they  said  they  intended  to,  he  thinks  slaughter  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  may  well  be  somewhat  lower  than  last  year.     If  hog 
production  follows  previous  patterns,  pig  crops  may  be  somevrtiat  smaller  for 
the  next  year  or  two.     If  so,  hog  slaughter  will  be  correspondingly  reduced. 
On  the  demand  side,  he  declared  the  marketing  of  meat-type  hogs  one  of  the 
most  important  problems  in  American  agriculture  today.     He  pointed  put  pork 
has  been  losing  out  to  beef  with  the  consumer,  because  consumers  don't  like  sc 
much  fat  in  pork. 
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Medfly  Arrived  by  Air? 

At  the  Federal  quarantine  hearing  here  this  week,  Ed  Ayers,  who  repre- 
sented the  Florida  State  Plant  Board,  reported  the  Mediterranean  fruit  fly 
probably  came  to  this  country  by  air.    He  pointed  out  that  there  are  infesta- 
tions on  both  sides  of  the  Miami  International  Airport.    He  and  other 
Floridians  urged  more  thorough  inspection  of  incoming  foreign  baggage  and 
products,  and  he  said  the  Florida  Beard  is  very  much  in  favor  of  a  federal 
quarantine,  to  prevent  the  movement  from  infested  areas  and  across  state 
lines  of  any  produce  infested  with  the  Medfly.    The  proposed  federal 
quarantine  is  expected  to  go  into  effect  within  two  weeks.    This  fly  could 
give  a  lot  of  trouble  to  growers.    The  female  flies  deposit  their  eggs  in  a 
wide  range  of  fruits  and  vegetables.    The  eggs  hatch  and  the  young  feed 
inside  the  fruit.    The  damage  could  run  into  millions. 

More  Mill:  Collection  in  Bulk 

Dairy  farmers  in  all  parts  of  the  country  are  installing  bulk  cooling 
tanks.    Haulers  and  milk  receiving  plants  are  adjusting  their  operations  to 
make  bulk  handling  of  milk  possible.    Joseph  Cowden,  of  USDA's  Farmer  Co-op 
Service  reports  direct- from- the -farm  bulk  handling  has  been  increased  in 
recent  years  at  a  fast  rate.    A  survey  made  early  last  year  showed  the  number 
of  bulk  milk  tanks  on  farms  has  nearly  tripled  in  two  years.    Bulk  trucks  in 
several  large  city  markets  now  collect  more  than  half  of  the  fluid  milk 
supply,  and  nearly  all  such  markets  practice  some  bulk  handling.    Two- thirds 
of  the  firms  receiving  only  bulk  milk  reported  reductions  in  hauling  rates 
from  3  to  20  cents  a  hundred  pounds,  with  the  average  reduction  about  5  cents 
a  hundred,  but  sound  practices  are  needed. 

Cows  Guide  to  Future  Cattle  Trend 

If  you  want  to  know  where  the  cattle  cycle  is  headed,  watch  the  cows. 
Harold  Breimyer  of  AMS  points  out  that  production  of  cattle  is  a  long  range, 
high  investment  business.    To  gauge  the  future,  he  suggests  that  the  best 
single  guide  to  probable  trends  is  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  rate  of  slaughter 
of  cows  in  the  months  ahead.     A  typical  cattle  cycle  begins  with  an  increased 
demand  for  breeding  stock  to  expand  herds.    Prices  of  breeding  stock  soar, 
and  the  producing  ( cow- and- calf )  business  becomes  especially  profitable.  As 
cows,  heifers  and  calves  are  held  back,  only  steers  are  marketed  in  large 
numbers  for  slaughter.     Later  when  the  calves  from  enlarged  breeding  herds 
mature,  total  slaughter  increases.     Prices  break,  often  severely.  Declines 
are  sharpest  for  breeding  stock,  and  least  for  high  grade  fed  cattle.  More 
cows  are  slaughtered  and  a  scramble  follows  to  expand  the  feeding  business. 
Both  cow  and  calf  slaughter  are  larger,,  cow  herds  are  reduced,  and  the  calf 
crop  gets  smaller.    Finally  total  slaughter  goes  down,  prices  turn  up,  and 
start  a  new  cycle.     Breimyer  saya  the  present  cycle  has  gone  through  many  of 
these  stages.    But  longer  trends  in  cattle  are  governed  by  the  changing  size 
of  the  cow  herd,  and  here  no  retrenchment  is  yet  clearly  in  sight. 

gFD  Bill  Moshier,  KOMO,  Seattle [  savs  -    "Farm  audiences  look  to  the  RFD  for 
information  and  facts.     And  they  want  the  facts  to  be  concise,  to  the  point, 
accurate,  and  timely.    They'll  seek  other  programs  for  entertainment.  *  *  * 
When  you  buy  farm  radio  time,  you  are  buying  a  program  that  bases  itself  on 
the  confidence  farm  listeners  have  in  their  PFD. " 


_  it  _ 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  May  1^-19 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  May  19,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDI.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "35th  Anniversary  of  US DA 
Market  News  by  Radio",  with  AMS  Lance  Hooks  and  W.  A.  Wheeler,  the  man  who 
started  it;  and  "Report  from  the  Farm  Safety  Clinic." 

NEC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  May  19,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty;  from  Pittsburgh.    Features:  35th  Anniversary 
of  Farm  Broadcasting  at  KEKA. 

NBC  "Weekday"  -  Thurs.  May  17,  10:35  a.m.    Layne  Beaty  in  Washington 
chats  with  "Weekday"  Food  Editor,  Charlotte  Adams  in  New  York,  about  onions. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  May  19,  9:15  to  9*. 30  am  EDT. 

CCES  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "The  Farm  Safety- 
Clinic"  with  a  delegate  to  the  President's  Job  Safety  Conference. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  May  18:     "Using  Our  Surpluses  at 
Home  and  Abroad"  as  told  in  new  photos.    NOTICE:    A  serious  grasshopper 
invasion  is  predicted  in  the  middle  west  and  southwest  this  summer.    We  suggest 
you  again  use  the  Feb.  10  TV  Package  film  on  "Grasshoppers"  -  -  then  send  the 
film  back  to  us  for  remailing  to  other  TFD's. 

New  Stations-States  Cooperation 

G.  A.  "Ole"  Oleson,  Mass.  Ext.  Communications  Specialist,  tells  us 
the  Plymouth  County  Extension  people  are  starting  a  new  program  on  WPLM, 
Plymouth,  Mass.    Extension  will  supply  7  or  G  min.  of  feature  farm  and  garden 
information  aimed  primarily  at  the  backyard  gardener.    Program  Mgr.  Robert 

Wells,  WPLM,  will  make  up  the  rest  with  news  and  reports  At  WCAU-TV, 

Philadelphia,  new  TFD  Bill  Bennett  (Amos  Kirby  sticks  to  radio)  has  started 
a  two-State  co-op  Ext.  farm  program,  with  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  sharing 
the  15  min.  guest  spot.    Perm.  State's  Elton  Tait  says  the  arrangement  is 
for  Jersey  Ext.  to  take  15  min.  on  Tuesday.    On  Wed.,  the  spot  will  be  shared 
alternately  by  Penn.  and  N.J.  consumer  information  extension  folks.  Monday 
and  Friday  will  be  open  for  an  assortment  of  programs  and  topics.  .  .  Uynn 
Cannon,  KPQ,  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  quotes  a  Douglas  County  Agent,  who  says:  "The 
best  thing  an  RFD  can  do  for  his  sponsor  is  to  maintain  the  listening  audience. 
To  do  this,  call  attention  to  events  that  affect  the  farmers'  livelihood,  and 
his  family  —  such  things  as  the  final  date  for  signing  up  for  federal  crop 
insurance,  and  information  about  emergency  feed  programs.    Emphasize  the  local 
details  of  this  information." 

Another  Precinct  Heard  From  - 

Right  under  our  very  nose,  Cy  Briggs  of  AMS  has  arisen  to  challenge 
the  Worcester  County  (Mass. )  Farm  Roundup ,  on  WTAG    since  1930 ;  for  its  claim 
to  have  the  longest  continuous  extension  farm  program  on  the  air.     Cy  says 
that,  as  County  Agent  in  Oregon,  he  started  an  extension  farm  program  on 
KOAC ,  Corvallis,  Oregon,  in  April  192^,  which,  he  thinks,  continues  to  this 
day.  —  That's  getting  back  -  but  any  of  you  who  can  go  back  further  and  longer, 
please  speak  up  -  the  orchid  man  at  the  greenhouse  wants  all  the  evidence. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  Z,  Television 


RFD  LETTZ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From  i 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U 


Depjtftmji*  ^Agriculture 


May  18,  1956 
Letter  No.  71? 


Dear  Farm  Director:  U.S.  of".  -     ;  vt  -  ..v 

Some  activities  here  this  week  will  give'  you  more  good  program  material 

weeks  and  months  from  now  Facts  brought  out  and  treatments  arrived  at  by 

the  Farm  Safety  Clinic  here  will  help  during  National  Farm  Safety  Week  which 
begins  July  22nd.    The  national  marketing  quota  for  the  '57  crop  of  wheat , 
proclaimed  by  the  Secretary  on  Tuesday,  is  subject  to  approval  by  growers 
voting  in  a  referendum  July  20th.    As  the  Secretary  said,  "Wheat  continues 
one  of  the  most  serious  problems  in  the  whole  farm  economy.".  .  ,  .  The  legal 
minimum  national  wheat  acreage  allotment  of  55  million  acres  was  announced, 

as  was  each  State's  share  of  that  wheat  acreage  USDA  also  extended 

the  farm  storage  facility  and  equipment  loan  programs  for  another  year  through 
June  30 1  1-951'  You  have  programs  in  storage  on  wheat,  corn,  oats,  rye,  barley, 
soybeans,  grain  sorghums,  dry  edible  beans,  rice,  peanuts,  cottonseed,  flaxseed, 

and  winter  cover  crop  seeds  In  the  more  indefinite  future,  you  may 

find  a  lot  of  hides  saved.    Our  researchers  report  success  in  checking  cattle 
grubs  inside  cattle  before  they  get  where  they  can  cut  their  way  out  through 

the  hide  If  negotiations  now  under  way  between  the  REA- financed  Elk 

River,  Minn.,  Power  Co-op  and  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission  succeed,  an  atomic 
energy  electric  power  plant  for  farmers,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  world, 
may  soon  be  in  the  making.  .  .  .  Yesterday,  U.S.  Forest  Service  announced  a 
"Project  Skyfire"  -  experiments  to  try  to  prevent  lightning- caused  forest 
fires  by  seeding  the  clouds.    Meantime,  somebody  please  page  that  old  thunder- 
bolt- snatcher,  Ben  Franklin.' 


Save  This  Portion 


More  To  Follow 


USDA  TAPE  CATALOGUE 
Send  a  tape  for  free  copies.    Order  by  number  and  subject. 

1A56  "Deep  Tillage"  (A  Beltsville  Recording  -  Time  5  min.)  Beaty  inter- 
views Dr.  Lewis  B.  Nelson,  soil  and  water  conservation  research. 
(Use  any  time) 

2A56  "How  Honey  Bees  Help  Produce  Crops"  (A  Beltsville  Recording  -  Time 
5  min. )  Beaty  interviews  James  Hambleton,  head  ARS  bee  research. 
(Use  any  time) 

3A56  "Breeding  Wool  Blindness  out  of  Range  Sheep"  (A  Beltsville  record- 
ing -  Time  5  min.)  Beaty  interviews  Dr.  Clair  Terrill,  head  ARS 
sheep  research.    (Use  any  time) 

ij-A56  "Plant  Disease  Warning  Service"  (A  Beltsville  Recording  -  Time  5 

min.)  Beaty  interviews  Dr.  Paul  Miller,  ARS  head  of  co-op  service. 
(Use  any  time) 

1Q56  "Is  Canada  a  good  market  for  our  farm  products?"  -  Time  2:35  min. 
Fred  Rossiter,  U.S.  Ag.  Attache  to  Canada,  answers  question. 
(Use  quickly) 


Cut  in  Accidents  Too  Slow 


Every  farm  family  needs  to  develop  ability  to  prevent  accidents.  In 
his  address  on  "Farm  Safety"  before  the  President's  Conference  on  Occupational 
Safety,  Secretary  Benson  figured  we  have  reduced  farm  accidents  about  one 
percent  a  year  for  the  past  six  years.    He  declared  that  far  too  slow.  He 
urged  better  farm  accident  reporting  and  improved  safety  research.    He  pointed 
out  that  modern  farming  still  has  many  of  the  older  hazards  from  livestock 
and  buildings  while  farm  people  are  exposed  to  many  new  dangers  from  machinery, 
electricity,  and  poisonous  and  explosive  chemicals.    The  farm  and  home  are 
one  unit  and  farm  work  affects  the  safety  of  the  farm  home.    There  are  more 
disabling  injuries  in  farm  homes  than  in  farm  work  and  nearly  as  many  fatal 
accidents.    Farm  safety  is  a  family  affair  -  in  the  home  and  on  the  highway  - 
in  the  barn  and  in  the  field.  .  .  .  This  year's  slogan:  "Safety  Pays  All  Ways" 

Right  to  Measure  Fields  Upheld 

The  United  States  Supreme  Court,  in  a  decision  of  May  1^,  has  refused 
to  modify  or  review  the  decision  of  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  uphold- 
ing the  right  of  county  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committee, 
representing  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  to  enter  a  farm  and  measure  the 
acreage  of  wheat  to  determine  compliance  with  the  wheat  acreage  allotment- 
established  for  the  farm. 

Familiar  Faces  in  New  Places 

It  may  not  necessarily  be  the  end  of  an  era,  but  it's  some  sort  of 
milestone.    Sam  Schneider,  pioneer  ('^-0)  farm  broadcaster  at  KVOO,  Tulsa, 
recently  expanded  to  television,  has  shifted  from  farm  program  responsibilities 
to  become  promotion  manager  for  KVOO  and  KVOO-TV,  according  to  word  from  the 
scrub  oak  country.    Sam  started  in  farm  radio  at  Okla.  A  and  M  College,  about 

1937,  is  a  charter  member  ( *kk)  and  past  president  ( '53)  of  NATRFD  

Johnnie  Holmes,  KATV ,  Pine  Bluff,  has  become  manager  of  the  American  Dairy 
Association  of  Arkansas,  at  Little  Rock.    Walter  Massey  is  taking  over  as 
RFD  at  KATV,  where  he  has  been  helping  Johnnie  and  doing  some  good  programs. 
Walter  is  an  M.A.  from  U.  of  Ark.,  and  has  been  technical  consultant  and 
field  man  for  a  large  feed  and  supply  house  in  Arkansas.    Farmers  Exchange 
Mgr.  Raymond  Conner,  tells  in  the  May  issue  of  "The  Missouri  Farmer"  about 
the  pig-naming  and  grunt -guessing  the  Exchange  put  on  over  KIRX,  Kirksville. 
He  claims  it  was  probably  the  first  pig  grunting  contest  ever  held.  Station 
staff  members  counted  the  grunts  with  a  masked  mechanical  counter  from  7:30  a-ro. 
until  5:30  p.m.    The  winner,  a  farm  boy,  knew  his  math  and  his  pigs.  He 
guessed  within  one  of  the  exact  number. 

More  and  More  Milk  per  Cow 

The  Federal  Medfly  quarantine  was  put  into  effect  in  Florida  this 
week,   .  .  .  Secretary  Benson  announced  today  that  the  Department  will  take 
part  in  the  International  Trade  Fair  at  Barcelona,  Spain,  June  1  through  20. 
The  participation  will  be  in  the  form  of  market-promotion  exhibits  of  U.S. 

dairy,  cotton,  tobacco,  meat,  poultry,  and  wheat  products  

AMS  reported  today  milk  continues  to  show  substantial  increase,  with  the 
number  of  cows  about  the  same  as  last  year.    The  economists  forecast  production 
per  cow  may  reach  or  surpass  the  6,000  pounds  per  cow  level  for  the  first  time. 
Production  per  cow  has  increased  in  every  State  over  the  past  15  years,  but 
the  extent  of  the  increase  varies  widely. 
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All  Wool  and  £"  Wide 

Henry  Schacht,  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  is  sending  us  a  tape  on  Australian 
wool  handling  and  selling  which  he  thinks  many  other  RFDs  would  like  to  use. 
If  any  of  you  want  a  dubbing,  send  a  tape  and  we'll  make  it  for  you.  Henry 
himself  was  Down  Under  a  few  weeks  ago,  leading  a  tour.    He  had  five  days  in 
Sydney  during  the  Royal  Easter  Show,  three  days  in  New  Zealand,  three  in  Fiji, 
and  two  in  Hawaii.    He  reports  he  made  2k  recordings  in  all;  16  for  his  own 

farm  show  and  8  for  NBC's  Monitor  If  you  really  want  to  know  details 

about  the  "Competitive  Position  of  United  States  Farm  Products  Abroad",  ask  us 
for  the  new  119  page  FAS  publication  on  that  subject,  which  includes  27  charts 

  Art  Boroughs,  WKAR,  East  Lansing,  Mich.;  Harry  Andrews,  WIBC, 

Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  and  Keith  Klrkpatrick,  WHO,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  were  delegates 
to  the  President's  Conference  on  Occupational  Safety  here  this  week.  Between 
meetings,  each  managed  to  make  several  tapes  with  Department  specialists. 

Call  for  Better  Accident  Reporting 

After  analyzing  the  farm  safety  programs,  the  Farm  Safety  Clinic  part 
of  the  President's  Conference  declared  agriculture  lacks  an  adequate  reporting 
system  and  the  statistical  information  basic  to  the  development  of  a  safety 
consciousness,  the  building  of  intelligent  safety  programs,  and  the  measurement 
of  progress. 

The  Clinic  recommended  USDA-State  Ag.  College  surveys  to  get  better 
statistics.    It  further  urged  a  definite  and  permanent  system  of  accident 
reporting  on  a  uniform  basis,  and  suggested  such  a  system  be  set  up  by  State 
farm  safety  committees  with  the  help  of  the  State  colleges,  the  USDA,  and  the 
National  Conference  for  Farm  Safety. 

The  Clinic  recommendations  also  included  family-wide  farm  accident 
prevention  programs  and  specific  programs  for  men,  women,  and  youth,  teaching 
safety  in  schools  and  colleges,  and  strengthening  programs  and  cooperation  in 
programs  at  all  levels  and  by  all  the  agencies  involved  

Clinic  delegates  toured  the  Beltsville  Research  Center  and  were  shown 
the  safety  and  fire  protection  system  and  equipment  in  use  there;  including 
orchard  spraying,  operation  of  grain  and  feed  storage  and  mixing  plants,  farm 
machinery,  electric  fencing;  as  well  as  fire  fighting  equipment  for  the  pro- 
tection of  wooded  lands  and  buildings  on  the  Center  itself. 

FLASH  -  Another  Step  to  Atomic  Farm  Power.' 

The  story  of  the  significance  of  that  REA  loan  to  the  Minn,  co-op  now 
negotiating  with  AEC  for  atomic  energy  fuel  for  a  rural  electric  power  plant, 
is  on  a  k  min.  k5  sec.  tape  recording  we  made  with  Fred,  Strong,  Deputy  Adm'r 
of  REA.    If  you  want  a  copy,  send  in  a  tape.    It  can  be  shortened.  Co-ops 
in  Ala.,  Fla. ,  Ind.,  Iowa,  Kans.,  Mo.,  N.  Mex. ,  N.  Dak.,  Ohio,  Okla.,  Texas 
and  Wisconsin  are  studying  similar  atomic  electric  plans. 

International  Farm  Youth  Exchange 

Going  to  you  with  this  Letter  are  the  names  and  addresses,  sailing  and 
flying  dates  of  73  delegates  from  31  states  leaving  in  June  to  live  and  work 
this  summer  on  farms  in  27  countries  in  Europe,  Latin  America,  the  Middle  and 
the  Far  East.    If  you  want  further  information  about  them,  drop  a  line  to 
Everett  Bierman;  Information  Dir.  for  the  National  U-H  Foundation  at  8561 
Fenton  St.,  Silver  Spring,  Md. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  May  21-26 


NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  May  26,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "A.  Nationwide  Roundup  of  Soil 
Moisture  Conditions"  with  reports  from  N.Y.,  Ohio,  Iowa,  Wash.,  Kans.,  Texas, 
Georgia,  and  N.  Dak. 

CB3  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  May  26.    At  new  time  9:30 
to  9:h5  a.m.  EBT. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  May  26,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Cranberries"  with  Betty  Buchan  of 
the  National  Cranberry  Association. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Atomic  Research  in 
Agriculture"  with  guests  from  Pennsylvania  State  University. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  May  25:    "June  Dairy  Month"  in  l6 
photos.    Long  before  Ad  Men  devised  all  these  other  "Weeks"  and  "Months"  the 
weather,  pastures,  and  cows  combined  to  make  June  the  flush  milk  season.  June 
Dairy  Month  is  a  natural. 

Salute  to  Good  Beginnings 

Tomorrow  we  join  with  KDKA  in  celebrating  the  35"th  Anniversary  of  farm 
broadcasting  from  that  station.    I  give  the  "USDA  Headlines"  from  Pittsburgh. 
NATRFD  Prexy  John  McDonald  will  be  there.    So  will  former  KDKA  RFDs  Don  Lerch 
and  Homer  Martz.    Jerry  Seaman  and  Milt  Bliss,  NBC,  Chicago,  National  Farm  and 
Home  Hour,  will  take  part.    Frank  Mullen,  who  started  it  all,  is  unable  to 
attend  due  to  illness.    For  USDA  and  KDKA  this  is  a  sort  of  double -ring 
ceremony.    Two  days  after  the  first  farm  program  on  KDKA,  May  19,  1921,  USDA 
put  out  its  first  market  news  ever  presented  over  standard  radio  from  KDKA  on 
May  21,  1921.    Our  AMS  W.  A.  Wheeler,  then  head  of  market  news,  had  already 
started  a  service  the  previous  December  over  short-wave  with  the  cooperation 
of  2,500  radio  "ham"  operators.    He  got  the  idea  from  watching  his  teen-age 
son,  one  of  those  "ham"  operators. 

Florida  Stakes  its  Extension  Claim 

J.  Francis  Cooper,  Florida  Ext. ,  offers  some  pretty  definite  evidence 
that  the  Florida  Farm  Hour  over  WHUF,  Gainesville,  antedates  the  Worcester 
(Mass. )  County  Farm  Roundup  on  WTAG  by  more  than  a  year.  He  thinks  his  program 
is  the  oldest  farm  program  in  the  country  that  has  been  continuously  on  the 
air.    He  says  "I  started  the  Florida  Farm  Hour  on  Armistice  Day  1928,  shortly 
after  WHUF  went  on  the  air,  and  it  has  been  continuous  since  that  time. 
Originally  we  were  three  days  a  week,  but  we  soon  went  to  an  hour  daily. 
Some  years  ago  we  cut  down  to  1+5  minutes  daily  and  later  to  30  minutes  daily, 
which  we  are  still  doing  (except  that  we  have  15  minutes  on  Saturday).  Except 
when  some  special  event,  such  as  the  inauguration  of  a  President  or  a  governor, 

crowds  us  out,  we  are  on  the  air  every  week  day,  including  holidays  " 

That  gives  us  '28  for  Southeast,  '30  in  Northeast,  and  <2k  in  Northwest  if 
Cy  Briggs  can  make  his  Corvallis  claim  stick.    Next  J 


Sincerely, 


I/ayne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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nd  cotton  featured  the  news  here 


Internationa! 

this  week.    Fifty  nations,  representing  guaranteed  quantities  of  over  263 
million  bushels,  have  signed  the  proposed  International  Wheat  Agreement.  Ten 
countries,  representing  guaranteed  quantities  totaling  nearly  40  million 
bushels  have  not  signed.    Of  course,  those  signing  represent  much  more  than  the 
two- thirds  which  is  the  minimum  for  the  agreement  to  become  effective.  The 
countries  signing  have  until  July  16  to  ratify  the  agreement.  .  .  .The  11th 
Universal  Cotton  Standards  Conference  approved  1,712  boxes  of  the  universal 
cotton  standards  which  will  be  the  basis  for  international  trade  in  American 
upland  cotton  for  the  next  three  years.    Represented  here  this  week  were 
cotton  trade  associations  in  Belgium,  England,  France,  Germany,  India,  Italy, 
Japan,  Spain,  and  the  Netherlands.    The  next  regular  meeting  will  be  in  '59 
....  And  speaking  of  cotton,  the  USDA  has  announced  the  export  program  for 
raw  cotton  will  be  extended  to  cover  exports  of  cotton  textiles,  cotton  yarns, 
and  spinnable  cotton  waste  manufactured  from  American  upland  cotton.  The 
Department  is  now  developing  the  extended  program  which  will  cover  these  exports 
after  the  first  of  next  August. 

Research  Report  of  the  Week 

U.S.  and  Va.  State  Experiment  Station  engineers  reported  this  week 
on  two  seasons  experiments  in  irrigating  corn  and  tobacco.    They  said  that 
although  highest  yields  are  generally  assured  by  irrigating  whenever  soil 
moisture  gets  low,  they  found  they  could  save  water  and  water  costs  and  boost 
yields  by  timing  the  use  of  water  to  critical  growing  periods  of  the  crops 

 Soil  scientists  of  ARS  working  in  Kansas  found  that  deep  tillage 

didn't  help  get  more  moisture  into  the  soil  in  the  Great  Plains.    They  also 

found  that  burning  over  native  grasses  does  more  harm  than  good  

More  and  more  Corn  Belt  farmers  are  using  highly  mechanized  equipment  to 
harvest  their  crop  before  it  dries  in  the  field  and  ears  are  lost  through 
droppage.    Such  corn  must  be  artificially  dried.    So  ARS  engineers  are  now 
trying  to  find  the  most  economical  floor  and  duct  designs  to  force  air  through 
storage  bins  and  buildings,  to  dry  corn  and  other  grains. 

Golden  Anniversary  of  Meat  Inspection 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  join  us  at  the  opening  June  1  of  the 
meat  exhibit  downstairs.    It  will  show  what  the  little  blue  meat  inspection 
stamps  mean  to  all  of  us  in  the  way  of  better  meat.    If  we  can  help  you  get 
more  information  about  the  meat  inspection  service,  let  us  know.    This  looks 

like  a  good  opportunity  for  special  features  on  meat  SCS  is  offering 

college  freshmen,  sophomores,  and  juniors  vacation  jobs  in  soil  and  water 
conservation  to  student  trainees.    Some  of  your  listeners  may  be  interested. 
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More  Five-Day  Weather  Forecasts 

Weatherman  Harry  Swift  tells  us  that,  beginning  June  k}  the  U.S.  Weather 
Bureau  will  increase  the  frequency  of  its  five-day  weather  forecasts.  Instead 
of  releasing  such  forecasts  each  Tuesday  and  Friday,  the  Bureau  plans  to  shift 
to  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday.    Under  the  present  schedule,  many  farmers 
have  made  their  plans  for  the  week  "before  they  get  the  Tuesday  release.  The 
shift  to  Monday  will  give  the  farmer  a  forecast  of  the  weather  through  Friday. 
The  Wednesday  release  will  revise  the  Monday  forecast  and  extend  it  over  the 
weekend.    The  Friday  forecast  in  turn  will  bring  the  Wednesday  forecast  up  to 
date  for  the  weekend  and  extend  it  well  into  the  next  week.    The  Weather  Bureau 
figures  this  earlier  and  more  frequent  revision  will  considerably  increase  the 
value  of  the  service  to  farmers. 

New  Farm  Uses  for  Antibiotics 

This  week  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  ARS  Adm'r  Dr.  Byron  Shaw  reported 
that  scientists  in  experiment  stations  of  at  least  16  States  -  from  Florida  to 
California  -  are  laying  the  foundations  for  wide- scale  testing  of  antibiotics 
for  many  new  agricultural  uses.    Among  stations  in  the  Middle  West,  he 
mentioned  Indiana,  Illinois,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Missouri,  and  Iowa.    He  was  speak- 
ing at  the  Agricultural  Research  and  Development  Field  Day,  and  reviewing  a 
number  of  the  spectacular  advances  of  the  past  15  years. 

Among  the  findings  reported  from  the  State-Federal  research  network, 
Dr.  Shaw  said  Florida  scientists  have  found  that  as  little  as  a  third  of  an 
ounce  of  antibiotic  in  a  ton  of  feed  may  boost  pig  growth  from  10  to  20  percent. 
At  Beltsville,  he  said,  our  people  have  shown    that  antibiotics  in  the  sow's 
feed  result  in  the  birth  of  more  live  pigs  and  pigs  better  able  to  survive. 
He  interpreted  the  new  findings  to  mean  that  a  farmer  may  save  about  20  pounds 
of  feed  for  every  100  pounds  of  animal  gain  and  grow  more  pigs  to  the  litter. 
They  can  represent  real  savings  in  production  costs.    He  also  reported  new 
developments  in  the  use  of  antibiotics  to  control  plant  diseases  -  fungus  as 
well  as  bacterial  diseases.    Dr.  Shaw  pointed  out  that,  with  all  the  dramatic 
advances  in  the  use  of  antibiotics  in  agriculture,  scientists  have  just  begun 
to  exploit  the  idea. 

Flowers  Arranged  in  TV  Color 

Pennsylvania  State  University  reports  it  had  its  first  color  tele- 
vision show  when  WJAC-TV,  Johnstown,  started  live  color  telecasting.    The  sub- 
ject was  flower  arrangement  -  a  natural  for  color  TV  L.  I.  Jones,  of 

Fed.  Ext.,  is  co-author,  with  Everett  F.  Evans,  natural  resources  consultant 
and  Roy  L .  Donahue ,  U.  of  New  Hampshire,  of  "The  Range  and  Pasture  Book" 
( Prentiss-Hall)  just  off  the  press.    Useful  as  reference  and  as  a  basic  text 
for  vo-ag  and  gen'l  agriculture.  .....  Hilary  Phillips,  back  in  London, 

reports  that  Harry  Hunt,  BBC  agr'l  liaison  officer,  is  hospitalized,  thus 
postponing  a  meeting  of  officers  of  the  European  Farm  Radio  and  Television 
Ass'n.,  scheduled  for  FA0  headquarters  in  Rome  next  month.    Speedy  recovery, 

Harry,  old  bean  Loren  Hiddleston,  RFD  V/XEX-TV  Petersburg,  Va. , 

gets  out  a  hektographed  monthly  schedule  of  his  farm  shows,  including  names 
of  participating  guests,  the  organizations  they  represent,  address,  titles, 
and  subjects  to  be  discussed  or  demonstrated.    A  note  on  it  says  "'Agricultural 
Reports'  6:^5  to  7  am  is  always  open  for  personal  appearances  or  for  your 
announcements.    Let  me  know  if  I  can  be  of  help  to  you."    It  also  suggests 
participants  give  a  copy  of  the  schedule  to  their  local  newspaper. 
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Welcome  to  New  Ranch  Hand 

Gordon  Webb,  former  newsman  who  grew  up  on  a  wheat,  cotton,  grain- 
sorghum,  cattle  and  mule  farm  in  West  Texas,  last  week  (with  alarming  disregard 
for  life  and  limb)  crossed  Independence  Avenue  to  join  our  Radio  &  Television 
Service  staff.    For  the  past  year  he  has  been  in  SCS  current  information,  with 
Harper  Simms,  where  he  thought  of  the  snow  survey  job  pickup  from  Alt a,  Utah; 
on  NBC's  "Wide,  Wide  World"  last  winter.    The  idea  for  that  artificial  ava- 
lanche apparently  dates  back  to  his  early  days  as  city  editor  of  the  "Avalanche - 
Journal"  at  Lubbock,  Texas.    Like  much  other  good  top  soil,  Gordon  started 
blowing  east.    He  left  the  Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram  in  '39  "to  become  press- 
radio  information  specialist  for  SCS  in  the  Texas-Oklahoma-Arkansas-Louisiana 
region  and  in  '^5  transferred  to  SCS  regional  office  in  Spartanburg,  S.C.  on 
a  current  information  job  that  included  TV  writing.    Gordon  came  to  Washington 
last  year.    He  is  now  working  with  Jules  Renaud  in  our  television  service. 
Welcome,  pardner.' 

What  Is  Your  "GIMMICK"? 

George  Hafer,  U.  of  Cal. ,  starts  his  weekly  12  rain.  TV  program  with  a 
"Gimmick-of-the-Week" ;  showing  a  farm  labor  saver  developed  by  the  University  - 
either  the  real  thing  or  in  black  and  white  photos.    George  follows  that  gimmick 
with  8  min.  of  visualized  discussion  with  a  farm  or  home  agent  on  the  "WHY"  of 
some  recommended  practice,  instead  of  the  "HOW".    Many  of  his  folks  feel  you 
have  to  sell  a  farmer  or  homemaker  on  the  idea  of  a  new  practice,  before  he  or 
she  is  interested  in  how  to  do  it.    Finally,  George  presents  a  3-min.  "on-the- 
spot"  filmed  report  of  a  farm  nearby  that  has  good  farm  management  

RFD  C.  W.  Bradford,  WEEX,  Easton,  Pa.,  reports  this  new  station  will  start  a 
daily  5-6  a.m.  farm  show  in  the  immediate  future. 

(Save  This)   (More  to  Follow) 

USDA  TAPE  CATALOGUE 

Send  a  tape  for  free  copies.    Order  by  number  and  subject. 

2Q56  "How  Is  the  Wheat  Marketing  Quota  System  Working  Out  in  Canada?"  Time  1:1+0 
min.  Question  answered  by  Fred  Rossiter,  U.S.Ag.  Attache  in  Canada.  (Use 
quickly) 

3Q56  "What  Farm  Products  Does  the  U.S.  Buy  from  Canada?"  Time  1:00  min. 

Answer  by  Fred  Rossiter,  U.S.  Ag.  Attache  in  Canada  (Use  quickly) 

5A56  "Do  Medicated  Feeds  Have  a  Bad  Effect  on  the  Meat  of  Animals  that  Eat 

the  Feeds?"  Time  1:00  min.  Answer  by  Dr.  Ted  Byerly,  ARS.  (Use  any  time) 

6A56  "What  is  the  Theory  Behind  Gains  of  Animals  Fed  Antibiotics?"  Time  1:30 
min.    Answer  by  Dr.  Ted  Byerly,  ARS.  (Use  any  time) 

7A56  "The  Honey  Bee  -  Its  Personality  and  Sting"  (A  Beltsville  Recording 
Time  5:00  min.)  Layne  Beaty  interviews  James  Hambleton,  head  of  bee 
research,  ARS.  (Use  any  time) 

^Q56  "International  Cotton  Standards  Conference  -  Its  Aims  and  Accomplishments" 
Time  5  min.    Lance  Hooks,  AMS,  and  guest  specialists.         (Use  quickly) 

5Q56  "The  Atom  for  Farm  Co-op  Electricity"  Time  kihj  min. 

Layne  Beaty  interviews  REA  Deputy  Adm'r  Fred  Strong.  (Use  quickly) 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  May  28- June  2 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  June  2,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EDT. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  June  2,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT,  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.  Features:  "June  Dairy  Month"  with  "Bulk 
Handling  of  Milk  in  Wisconsin"  with  Maury  White,  Ext.  radio  ed.  Other  features 
probable . 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  June  2,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "June  is  Dairy  Month". 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Weather  Services 
to  Farmers"  with  officials  of  the  U.S.  Weather  Bureau. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  June  1:    "Sheep  for  Better  Wool  -  More 
Meat"  -  showing  results  of  30  years  research  in  developing  higher  producing 
hybrid  sheep  in  16  still  photos,  with  suggested  script. 

More  Extension  Challenges  to  WTAG 

Worcester  County  (Mass.)  Farm  Roundup  on  WTAG  certainly  started  things 
with  its  claim  for  the  most  continuous  extension  radio  program  in  the  country. 
County  Agent  D.  F.  Bruce  of  Macon,  Georgia,  says  he  can  beat  Worcester's  '30 
date,  and  offers  his  5800  broadcasts,  a  20-year  service  gold  microphone  WMAZ 
gave  him  in  '^9,  and  his  wife's  silver  platter,  as  evidence  of  his  claim.  He 
made  his  first  broadcast  over  WMAZ  in  1928.    In  April  1929,  he  started  Farm 
Flashes,  a  public  service  program,  once  a  week,  and  then  two  15  minute  periods, 
except  Sundays,  and  has  had  charge  of  this  program  continuously  to  this  day. 
He  says  he  will  be  happy  to  learn  if  anyone  has  been  on  one  station  longer 

  And  Lou  Kaiser,  head  of  Cornell  University's  radio  services  sends 

us  Charles  A.  Taylor's  bulletin  on  "Twenty  Years  of  Extension  Broadcasting 
1925-1945"  and  says  if  N.Y.  can't  beat  Cy  Briggs '  April  '2U,  it  can  come 
mighty  close.    "Charles  L.  Messer,  Jr.,  County  Agent  in  Cayuga  County,  had 
presented  a  weekly  fifteen-minute  broadcast  from  WMBO,  Auburn,  for  nearly 

twenty  years  (in  'i+5)  beginning  in  1926."  And  Bob  Rees,  radio 

editor  of  the  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute  says:  "If  we  can't  beat  them 
we  can  at  least  jine  'em".    He  reports  the  VPI  Farm  and  Home  Program  began 
broadcasting  on  WDBJ  in  Roanoke,  Va. ,  on  Jan.  6,  1930;  and  has  been  aired 
constantly  since  that  date.  .  .  .  But  all  districts  haven't  been  heard  from  yet.' 

Gathering  of  the  Clans 

George  Round,  AAACE  prexy,  asks  us  to  tell  farm  broadcasters  that  they 
are  all  invited  to  the  national  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Agri- 
cultural College  Editors  at  Penn  State,  University  Park,  Pa.,  this  year  from 
July  15-19*    He  says  you're  not  only  welcome,  but  they  are  looking  forward  to 

having  a  number  of  you  with  them  And  Cal  Karnstedt,  KSTP,  St.  Paul, 

says  tell  you  NATRFD's  to  bring  your  fishing  rods  and  bathing  suits  and  plan 
to  have  fun  at  your  national  meeting  in  the  Twin  Cities  June  20-23.    As  we 
get  it,  that's  his  way  of  calling  attention  to  "Marvelous  Minnesota's  10,000 
lakes".    Evidently,  he  doesn't  mean  to  imply  you  will  have  to  fish  for  enter- 
tainment.   Cal  and  Maynard  Speece,  WCCO,  Minneapolis,  have  done  themselves 
proud  in  preparing  a  program  of  information  and  entertainment. 

Sincerely^ 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


